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.Foreword
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a

Public Law 93-3,80 requires that the National Center for Education Statistics study anil report on the status
of all phases and levels of education in the United States. One area, not heretofore studied, is that of free universi-
ties and learning centers.

First developefl during, the period of student protests of the 1960's, these institutions were student-lead and
. served the studen't community and/or the general public.,Their increasing stability, in ovative approach to educa-

tion, and low-cost'of operatiolimake them particularly po -ular today.
This first -national survey of free universities and e ng centers was planned

work (FUN) and by the National Center for Educatio sties (NCES).,The survey form and list of instithtions
was developed by FUN, which also handled all the math follo'wup, and editing of data. The tables and final
report were prepared.by NCES. .

y the Free University ,

Special tharitEs are due to William A. Draves of FUN University.Network and to hii associates on this pioject:
Doris Hoerman, Joseph K. Rip'petoe, C. James Killacky, and Sue Maes. Special assistance also was provided by the
Board of FUN NEtwork: Gregg Marlesso, Anne Colgan, Meredith McFlroy, Ed Dobmeyer, Dennis DuBe, Jim
Mupps and Steve.fedesco. Support was also provided by Francis U.Macy and James Hefferman of the National
arnter for Educational Brokering. Within NCI-S, the project was coordinated by Robert Calvert, Jr., assisted by
Barbara Whalen and Ruth Minnis. .

The information provided by the various free universities and le'arning centers was the kiy to the outcome of
this project. Their responses, and obvious intercst in communicating the status of their institution, should be
acknowledged with appropriate appreciation:

'Rolf M, Wulfsberg
Acting Director, Division of'
Postsecondary and Vocational
EduCation Statistics\

September 1918

iii
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Introdudion, 1

1

"Free universities and learning referral centers are
among the newest educational developments, in the

/United States." What makes them distinctive is that
they beBan without benefit of Federal br State funding
Oi planning by professional edticators. Rather, they
began ,as an outglowth of. the student activism on col-
lege and universitY carvpuses in the mid-1960's. Sinee
then, free universities and learnin4- centers have ex-
tended their activities, tp include ihe ,general public
including the elderly, rur/1 resident, and pre-college
youth.

-4

Free Universities
A free university is generally deftned as an organiza.

lion offering ungraded, unaccredited classes to the gen-
eral.public in which anyone can teach .and anyone can
learn) Distinguishing characteristics of a free univer-
sity include .the -Inct that lay. members are teachers,
teachers offCr, practically any course they think maybe
of interest, and admission of students is open.,

.11.is generally recognized that the free university
movement had its origins in the free speech movement.
Both tliat movcnient and the first free university ap-
peared on the campus of the tlniiersity of California
al Berkeley in 1964. From its beginning in the San

ree universities are defined as a specific type of organiza-
tion under whose aUspices noncredit, nonklegreeclasses are
One d to the general adult public. they tend to issue catalogs
ut th offerings, to charge only a small fee which covers class
expenses of no fee at all, and to operate on *relatively low .

budget. They often are called free utersities, experimental
colleges. tree schools, or commuiliversities.

:
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Praneis o Bay Area, the concept of free universities
spread across the countrY- in conjun.ction.with the
studer.i niOvement. :

Prom 1964 to 1971i-free universi ie( Were primarily. .

a campus phenomenon, With the lea
1

ership and partici-
pants'. almost exclusively student, based. The course
contznt was often very social or political in nature and
thOlavor of free universities was a reflection of other

-campy developmentN peace activities, civil rights,
concern for ecologY, arld.the women's movement:2"

Between 1971. and .1975, camPus-based free univer-
sities declined in visibility. Marking this periodbyvere
aiticles predicting their demise:3 Actually, as the. sur-
vey 1sunimarized in this report do'curnents,. the. free

k :um rsity becanw more diversified in this period: Solne
came independent, breaking all ties to the ctillege.br

um ersity campus on which they began and some were'
take over by community agencies. As the orientation
of t c free university turned more toward the coAnu-
ni , particiPants increasingly came from the general
pop lation. The curriculum expunded to include prac-
tical ills, arts and crafts, humanities, and personal

4,1

rsities have experienced a
.,

:

growth.
Sipce

period of rene ed growth and visibility. TIte number
of free universities stabilized at around 150 to 200.
Enrollments have grown as more adults participated in
lifelong learning. Several of the larger free universities
,(including the University for Mari iniKansas and the
Coniniunity; Free School:in Colorado) initiated outs
reach programs which.eneciuraged, the development of
additional free universitits ih their area. The Educa-.
tional Testing Service in 1978 listed free universities as
one of the 12 major nonscliciol providers of adult ledrn-
ing in the United States.4 Tlit resurgence and stability
of the free university movement was sensed by many
close to educational jnnovation .5

2 ace "Service to the Campus: Itree Untversifies" in .Paul
Lauter -and Florence Ilowe The fonspiracy of the Young, New
American Library, pp. 29128.

Jane Lichtman, Bring Your (Thrillag. American Association
of Higher Education, 1973.

3 No. Grade*, No Exams And Now, No Schools" New
York Times, August 22, 1971.

Paul Lauter and Florence Howe "What Happened to the
Free University', Saturday Review, June 20, 1970.

4
Richard E. Petersen; Toward Lifelong Learning tn

elmerica: Sourcebook for Planning., Jossey-Blisg. Manuscript
in Process.

s"Free' Universities: Many Still. Thriving" Chronicle ef
Higher Education, November 22, 1976.

"Free University Idea Catches Fitt" United Press Interna-
tional Wire Service release. may 2, 1976,

. , ..

Learning Referral Centers.
,

t Liarning .referral centers save as 'ediicatiOnal.bro-

. , :

'kers, often iy -4e of.a teleplione referral ser,icc.6.,Per-.
sons 611 the 'learning .center:to regkter their learning
need and to asceotain who might proVide the needed
information. Others calPthe Center to; indicate diat
they have knowledge and wpuld be willing to:serve as
a 'resource in certairi areas. The learning. centeumatches
learners with resource Persons. Most educational activ-
ity arranged through learning*centers ison a one-to-one
basis..Sônietimes, the two parties. "biter fbr an ex-
elVnge of services, for -example, "OF. ,help me ivith
coMputer programming and I will work widi your
backyard landscaping." One learning centel, in .fact
calls itself "Trade 'Off"...and another ii known as
"Sliare-."

The first learning referral center was The Learning
......-Excli-ange set up in Evansion,illinctis, 'in 1971. This

began as a direct resuh bf Ivan 11lich's proposal for
"learning webs"7 and a viiit by the. fmniders "of The'
Learning Exchange to Illich's cjnter in. Guernavaca,
Mexico. .t. .

Since 1971. an estimated 100 learning referral cep-
ters have been established around the country. How-
ever, only 20-30 have been in existe cc at any bile
time. A major problem is their relative low budgets
and their inability to afford permanent, nil-time staff.
The success of learning centers, as well s free univer-
sities,often is closely rdated to the abi ty of the initial
foun ers to recruit heW cohorts of interested and
dedic ted volunteer/part-time staff.

,

The growth of learning referral centbrs." has been
aided by alechnical assistance-program established liy
The I... tniiTg. Excha .. This is best' documented in
The I; arning Exchange.

The ii ormality of free universities and lOrning .

referral c ters is often reflected in their names. While
some Cist lore formal titles such as She Learning Con-
nectkin, reative,iAlternatives, arid Manhattan Re-
sources, (. hers have seleeted Other Term. (uinfni U:

2

6 Learni referral centers provide educatkmal referrals'to
individuals eeking information froth other individuals offer-
ing teachin, g skill, or tutorial services. They serve as educationrbracts, 'IA w eking speci educationen persons se Ind
sources able to provide it. They are also kti wn as educational
fefertal cen (IA, learning networks, learning yxZhange.s, and re-
Torral servie s.

1 Ivan III ch, Deschooling Society, Ilarpet-Row. 1972.
Robert 1 ewis and Hiane Kinishi. Me 'Learning Exchange,

The Learning I.,x change, Evanston, Illinois,.1977.
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Home . of Finger-Liekin' Learning, add The Class
Far4ory.

Free univershies and learning centers see themselves

as being linking mechanisms for serious as well as
leisure learning. Their missiqn is defined\to include
cjeatg a prise ofcommunity, developing feelings of
individur worth and control of one's destiny, pro-
moting coninitmity development and political democ-
cacy,.and exploring wayslpf looking at the world.

Still another characteristic is the tendency for some
frec universities to specialize in a partigular area. Illus-

(rative are several With a special interest in the women's
movement Qr etiblogy and diet, (such as the Hpalth and
Li fe ,University).,

bisa

Survel.Procedures
A nunibl of steps were taken to develop the data

which are presented in this report.
First, a list of free universities and learning referral

centers was developed by the Free University Network,

>:

1/4

3

based upon both its membership and Otheis knchth liy -1

it. The,Nee University Network is a.national Organize-
,/

tion of free 'universities and -learning -referral centers.
Nanles of additional Organizations were sought from
Wher sources to provide the most comprehensive Hsi
possible. ,

Second, a survey form was developed by the Free
University Netwbrk, working with the National Center
for Education Statistics,

Third, the form was mailed out in March 1978 to
270 organizations identified as possibly being either a
free university or learning referral center.,These institu-
tions were followed up by the Free University Network
to insure prompt and complete responses. Within 0

ecks replies had been received from 234 organizations
(i eluding some not eligible to be counted as a free
university or learning referral center). Telephone and
wn4tten followup resulted in a response rate of over 95
percent of the original mailing.

Fourth, the tdata returns were edited by the Free
University Network, inCluding verification and `I'imore
information needed" contacts.

Fifth, this summary reporf was prepared.

IPa.

491%

Z./
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The survby iitentified 132 free universities, 28 learn-°

ingo centers, .and 14 dihick: are. boll' of tliess types.
filmS,...thi!-etables itMhis repop are baSed urion a total'of-
146 fi ee. tinivAptits anti 42 learning referral ceritersi A

alisr.arkiears in..the d1liec1dry'7at theoeml ofIthe report,
A.*ncluding ne iostitutions too.new to hah partici-

*pated in e sttiv4. i. . . '..
.

Most free universities apllearning referral centers,'
are relativ y new. inOitutions. As shownAn table 1 a It
third of ti)e.. freii: universiXi Were fouriaed 4before ,'...
1971. Tab ' th.(iyvs% 11141 the 'firsneaminggleenteri.

1an` aroundbeg9 71. ... aver Had kr tecrup le d se rytiF

peripds,.ofteti .lhe' rest leitipb-rwy loss of leader-

. ..-sni0 unwillhi c part of persons to take
An r;etive responsibility forAiperating the program.
For e'xam0e, an experimental collestfiaffiliated with a
MidWestern. liher. arts c011ege, began operations in

. . -
1969. llowcfver, st e college faded froin sight in 1974
and it, was ribt until .0.76 that it resumed offering
Courses. .

. A ,

kany of these institutions reported that a crucial
. ,

period occurs after the first few years. As wig_
.

... responda: -1
._.....-

.,

.. We have hit a critical period in our history. After
5 years of pexistentei. we can no longer com-

..mand the enthusiasm 'iind grant funding of a new
project and we have no way of guaranwe0a
minimum Operating budget. This means we can't
pay our staff a living wage and consequently have
a high staff turnover.

Most free universities and learning referral centers
are related to bother organitation. llowever, .inde-
pendent status Seems to he a growing phenomenon. Of
the 45 free universities which report that they arc an

5-

5
. rti

- 44
4
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Table 1477-yeir :foInded of free unl;e4siiies 6y aifiliation, eligibility for activACes., anti..>type' of.activities:',Uriited

.,
:-

i. :- 4:40 ;
1

#- .

"*..
Yearnded

:

.

Totsl.

.

Affiliation .

.).
College

-
bee--

pdent- Other

-
Eligibility for acilvities

OtterAnyone
bkiitem to

Ipecial
commiiinity

"i 'f4ti.d. -146 188

. 1177 or .197i 20 6

=7. 41975 .c.)r 1976 . "3? "20
1973 or 1974 15 10

[471 or 1972 22r 14

Before 1971 47 38

No information
4 on year 4' 3 .

.12 45

, .

126 17 6

I I . ',ems ", 16

16 - 3r .

3 13

6. -16
9 43

7 ,

4 =7'.
7 -r--

, 2

23, .3

3 I

. 'cyp'e of activities'

. ;WEClefts ducational
referrag

-

Coopet-
atives

Other

143 16 28 15

20 5 3

38 4 'I 1 4

15 1 1

21 2 3 2

47 . 9 8 5,

4

4.

, %

'Nullibers add Up to more iban nuniV of institutiqns as some schools offered more than one type of ativity..

independent (not affiliated) mrgdnization, 27 were
organized since 1974. For learning 'refeiral centers,
26 of 42 were independent including most of those.,
formed since 1974.

/Wong those affiliated with another.organization,
the ovenyhelming niajority of the free nniversitiep are

. related to, a college or university (88 of WO affiliated"
)rianizations). Learning Jehters; are ejully divided
between the, 8 affiliated with a college or university
and thb 8 linked.' to a CommunilY ,aency. Some of the
community ilgoncies_ involved in 'these progtams are

.publiciibraries, Jewish comtnunity roups, and com-
munity serVice organizations.

While many., free universities and learning referral

centers !lad a campus origin, and theirfir'st participants
tended to come from thettudent bcksly, open access to
prbgranis is now, the noint. Details VI tables 1 and 2'
show .that 126 of .the 146 free universities open their
activities *to anyone as is true of 39 of the 42 learning
centers. Where there is ar limitation, it is usually.4-.
Itricted to a college communitysometimes, 6ecause
the program is funded %y a student government asso-

.
ciation.

Noy groups have expanded their eligibility for serv-
ice or service area. illustrative is a women's program
which now admits men and a Campus-based program
that is moving out to offer programs in.other l'egions of
the state as indicated in the following comments:

'. 'Year founded of learning referral centers by affiliation, eligibility for activities, and type of activities:
- . .

United States, 1978

Year todnktlt

)14

4
Total

911gAll,
197$ or 197
1973 oi 1974
1971 or 1972
Kefore )971 .

No informatiqn
on fear

To\t1

Affiliation . Elilbiity for activities Type of activities'

College_
Community

agency

Inde-
pendent

Other Anyone
Limited to

special
community

Other Classes

42 It 8 26

44%

5 2 10

7 2 5

e'8 2 C71 3

8 I 2 5

3 1 2
.v.

39

.15

7

7

6

3

.1

sall

1Iducatiohal
referiaja

Cooper-
atives

Other

6 42 , 4 5

1 15 2

7

2 8

8 2

r -
3

3

-
'N umbers add up tO more than number of institutions as some schools offered more than one type of activity.

6

1 3

0
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We are planAing expansion. We know there are
many untapged hump iisources in our cOmmu-

nity. Also, by servicing a primarily student popu:,
lation we are faced with the periodic problem of

"studegti moving away.
." Free universities and learning centers are foupd in

39 states and the District of Columbia. They tend to be

concentrated in certain parts of the country, (such as
the Midwest) with an unusually high nUmfier in Kansas

(20). This was encouraged by, two technical assistance
glints to start free universiges in rural communities.
Many of the Kansas Tree universities, however,, ire
sm#1. New:York State has 14 Organizations, California
has 17, and the cities ,of Boston and Baltimore hA 5
and 3, respectively.
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No free- university\ or learnIng referral center was
reported in Alaska, Connecticut, HdWaii, Idaho,
Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexic9, North 1
Dakota, Vemiont, and West Virginia. 1 /

The main activity cit free 4iniversities, as shown in .

. table 1,1i to offer classes (143 out of 146). Ldcewise,
the learntng. centeis in table 2 'all -reported that- they
specialized in yducatioul refevals. However, referrals.
were offered by 16 ofThe flee universikes aiid classes %

by 6 of the learn1ng cenlers--excluding-activities of
organiza ions/which serve as both a frce University and
a leanti g referral center. Coperatives (such as food
cooperat yes, houting cooperirtives, e were offered
by 3.2.of the organizations.and 20 0 rograms also

'mere cited.
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R gistrations In Free
Vnivirsities And .

/LearningsRekital
Centers .

_

Free universities reported 298,255 registrations..As
some. persons took morc than one activity, the actual ,
ntimber of individuals served (the unduplicated coulit)

, was 199,703. Alnase half of ,the registrations were
reporteaiby the eight largest free universities,

Figures .for learning referral centeii are lower,
21,480 person's (unduplicated) registered for educa-
tional assiMance and .19,452 persons volunteered to
serve as teachers or resource persqns. A total of 26,849
'referrals wcrc made by learning centcrs. The two
largest learning centers accounted for 44 percent of all

4 registrahons,,53 percent of all referrals, and 17 percent
1r

of all teachers.
Some learning centers rcported more persons iegis-

kred than were r&rred, the difference bcing persons
*who sought help but who were not able to be matched
with 'I1 sourcc of assistance. Othyi found it hard to
distingui h betw6sn registrations for .assistance and
teachers r resource persons, on the grounds that "all.
of our rticipants arc available to share knowteilge."
One rcspondcnt reported it had 90 resource persons
available, reiistered by 124 topics or skill arcas. Of
this,- 56 were clatkified as teachers (willing to 'provide
instruction) 'an() 34 were interest match persons (will-

, -ing to provide information or 'to talk about their hobby .
or skill).

k In a 1972 study, Lichtman estimated there were,
., beiw011i I 20,000 and 200,000 regiejrationt. I Thus, the

1978 data °shows grpwth, but somewhat less than the
inflated claims of many who spcak or write abot4 *-
field.

9
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Table 3.-R4isiration size of free uliversities by total registrations and undrucated
1918 and 1977
I. i

registrations:rnited States,

U;uplIbited
Tegtstrations

1 ..
.
.

-.7
. / Registration size r

. .

-:-

1

)
Number of 'total 4.eiistrations

/1'978 institudons
1978 1?77 1978 1977;

'Total 146 298,255 248,293 199,703 t' 174,310

10,000 and bver 8 130,844 108,654 77,713 71,559
5,000 to 9,999 9 58,305 A 56,050 43,250 41,750
2,000 to 4,999 16 41,265 31,389 32,100 22,830
1,000 to 1,499 27 36,236 28,755 26;337 21,289
500 to 999 20 13,381 11,06A 9,1E7 7,816
250 to .99 29 '10,183 8,243 / 8,276; 6,318
Ws than 250,

'and
30 ) 4,043 4,134 .:t.2,860 2,748

Not reported new. programs 7 NA NA NA NA
s

NA: Not applicable.

Registration figures for both#978 and the prior
yer appear in lables 3 and 4. In both cases, smite
institutions failid to report figures so that the grand

total of registrations or referrals is probably well over
300,000. Other organizations were new in 1978 and
bed no figures to (eport as of yet.

t

'Table 4.-Referral sizelf learning centers by total referrals, unduplicated registrations, and number of teacherg:
United States, 1978 and 1977 ,

Referral size Number of
Total referrals Unduplicated

registrations
Number of teachers

1978
\

institutions
- 1978 1977 11 1978 1977 1978 4 1977

Total 42

5,000-9,999 2

2,50Q-4,999 2

1,000-2;499 ',411,i Jr.
506-999 4
250-5(X) , 5

0-249 / 1.5

Not reported and
new Programs 13

26,849 23,396 21,48E/ 17,211 19,452 15,445

14,239. 12,821 9,364 8,050 3.-058 2,800
5,45p 4,170, , 4,950 3,740 5:859 4,820
1,500 1,245.41r 500 :300 5,500 4,500
2,549 1,950 2,380 1,889 1,78/ 1,515
1,525 4,750 1493 973 858 293
1,586 3,093 2,259 2.095 1,51.7

10
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e data shelOcthat free Ariversities had a 20.1 per-..

ce t increase over the .prkkyear and learning center
0. had, a 14.7 percent increase. The growth reported by

some institutions was phenomenal:

Last fall was our first tserhester, with *an enroll-

(tient of 60. Thif spring the enrblhnent reached
1400. Our biggest problem is findiFig plices to

hold oyr classes.

.Another institution commented!

Our program is very new- and has experienced
phenomenal growth during its first Iwo sessions.

The need'for this program in this area is evident.

hi order to sustain this group, we hope to be able

to offer our courses to. persons outside of the
university comimmity in the future.

Not all irlstitutions, of course, reported registration

increases. By size., following arethe numbers of free

universities with increased, decreased, and no change

in registrations for 1978, as compared with 1977:

Registration
size

'1978

Increased jJecrsed
. .

No

over over 'significant

1977 1977 change

10,000.and over 6_ 2

5,000 to 9,99% 3 3 3

2,000 to 44999 12 1, 3

1,000 to 1,999 131 2 12

500 to 999 12 5 3
250 to 499 4 7

Under 2sp 16 10 4

Among learning centers, 19 showed anIncreasc, 3

decline, and 7 no significant change compared to the

prior year.

4

I

/ Comments made .by tnst utions Which had exped-
ience& d decline ,in regist ionaare illustrated .by the

Several fiktOrs influ ced the droplinparticipagt
level from last year. A change in officer location
and staff philosop y was most,apparent, the re-

it
sult of a change in administratio&

/46,'
The riumbe'r courses offered rfached a peak in
1976 and has: declined since then. 'The number
has prollbly stabilized .and, more importantly,
the cluatIly Of our classes has improved. We now
have a Orogram based oti 30 to,40 good' classes

a term, rather than 80 to f 20 me4focre ones.
Our future goals indult mote one. time special
events, moie workshops, and more cosponsoring
of ca pus events.

rhif mad& was also obtained on the characteristics
of th e served by free universities and learnink referral

cente s as shown in table 5. By sex, 40.9 percent of all

part' ipanti, were male *el 59.1 pyrcent 'were, female.'

Fif orviiizations had 50 percent or more of their
pa tiapanite male While ferpales accounted.for over half

101111ft

11

0 the pa icipants in 95 organizations: -
Mino y group members accounted for 9.5 percent

f all p rticipants -roughly half their proportion of,.
the total' population. Only 22 organizations reported
minority;enrollments of 20 percent or more. LessAhin

half (46.1 percent) of the enrollments in free universi-

"116 ah?:I- learning referral centers came from affiliated
organizations. This ranged frp 31in.w4CH almost all. -

-the' participants (9ti percent Or more) came from an%
affiliated orginization to 78 organizations in which less

than half of their participants came from"an affiliated

cuganizatipn.

1/4
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Tablq 5.Free uiliversities and learning centers by per-
cent of those served male,1 minority, and
from affiliated institihidn: United .States,

, 19781

; Ranget,
and 1

percent

-
-

1 !Rale
% .

Minority
/

From
affiliated

institution

Overall wean

I
Total

90 and over
-80-89

40.9 . 9.5,

Number of institutions

174 173

. 0 0
_14 0

Y

40.1

174

35
13

.

...

70-79 .
2 0 14

60-69 5 0 :. 5

50-59 42 1 7
40-49 52 1 10
30-39 25 4 . . 6
20-29 11 16 7
10-19 5. 31 7,
Less than 10. , 2 61 48

- No-information 29 5,9. . 22
n

1Numbers indicate distribution bf institutions by various Af-
t acteristils. For example, at 4 institutions, minorities account

for between to to 39 percent of those served.
.
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Uniersitiés Aud
'Learnifig Referral
Centers
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The typfal free university or learning referral center
depends upon part-time and unpaid volunteers for

most of its staff. As ihown by. the data ih ,table16, a

total of 1,250 perions held administrative and. non-
teaching staff positions. Most (73 percent) were non-
paid and worked part-time (also 73 percent).

Sixty-six organizations reported that they had one
or more full-time, paid staffemployees. This, however,

is only around a third of all organizations. Among the

66 organizations, 35 had one full-time employee and
13 only two. The remaining had from three to 13 full-

time staff members. Seventy-nine organizations had

one or more part-time, paid employees. Here, 33 had
only one and 26 had two employees of tbistype. The
highest was recorded by an organization with 15
part-tioe staff members.

Many of the paid workers were, employed using
CETA (Comprehensive Employment and Training Act)
funds. These funds support public service jobs and are
designed to provide both job training for those in-

volved and to be relatively short-term in nature. One
free university, which reported 13 full-time employees

was hiring 9 of them on CETA funds. In some cases;
the only full-time, paid employee was provided via

CETA.
Other paid employees were reimbursed at a rela-

tively low (sub-professional) rate or given some sort of
special financial support. Included in this larger cate-
gory were persons offered tuition reinibursement at the
university witlewhicilhe learning center was affiliated.

Comments on.staffiincluded these t 16e:

Our arganizatidn needs a full-time staff person to
coordinate its classes.

13 ,

1

a
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, Table 6.-Staff in free univdrsitiei and JEarnlng centers by full or part-time stattis and by pa id or not paid status:
. United States, 19781 ..

Staff Size

, Total

'Over 100.
50-99
2549

, 10-24

5-9
Less than 5.

t

ltlumber a
organizations'

Totag
staff

Paid',Sfaff
Nonpaid (volunteer)

staff

Full-time Part-time 'Full-time Art-timeI

No infomiation

174 1,250 155 182

1

/
102 - ,-

1 as .13 .. -
' 6' 233 11 't 7
28 392 47 52
39 248 . 35 .53
86 k 1'87 49 0 70
13

.

52 861

evi .2 . 100
, 75

. 7 2011

.. 22 .. 271
10, 150
11 , 57

iStaff includes administrative and other nonteaching persons.'

With' only two people, we have become somewhat
exhausted.

-"1

Sq

S.

An absolute, must is at least ope full-hme (presurn:'
ably paid) person to coordinate the whgle_ show:

'

sr

:44
t
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t

r
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\ /Fe& And Budgets In
Free Universitio And
Learning Refenial
Centers

a

Initially, free universities iirgan With the idea of
offering no-cost educational prugrs.Now, mogt have
*RIO institute some sort of charge; which led to one
institution's describing itseg as a "free (almost) univer-
sity," Overall, however, their basic commitment re-,
mains to offer progAtms at the lowest possible charge.

The types of 'fees charged' by help universities and'
learning 'referral centers are.,shown in table 7. All but

Table 7.Free universities and learning centers by fees
charged for services; United States, 19781

19781

Fees
F ree

Universities
Ledning
Centers

"Total 146 42

Registration fee to use
'organization's service 53 9

Teac er, class, or service fee
r individual activities 59 7

Ma rials fee 1 67
Other 2 5

No fees 4 13

No information 3 4

IhiumWrs add up to mote than total number of institutions as
some !lehools reported more thUn one type of fee.

4 free universities and 11 learning referral centers have
some sort of charge. Among,free universities, the 136
which reported, information used 239 different fees or
almost two per organization.' The three 'most common

15
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charges are a materials fee. (for items aLitually used
the activity), a general registration fee (to use the
service), and a teacher fee (based upon actul rig made
of the instructional program). Fee practices vary
widely .among institutions. Some organizations only
charge those not affiliated with Ale sponsoring insti-
tution. One has a -1.egiStiation fee of 254. Even within'
a single free university,, some teichers arc paid for their
services, others may elect to take no fee. The fee foi
teachers may be.given direetli to- them by the students,
or collected on their behalf by the free university,
.Some free univoisities charge a fee for th,eir catalog.

Learning centers are less likely to charge 'alfee
fact, almost a third of those reporting infomiation hpfl
no tees. Soine learning centers charge a file search fee,
to cover costs in identifying crnalified resource persons.
Resource persons may, then, nexotiate their own

'arrangements with persons seeking help. This may' in-
volve a fee betwcen the t4. individuals, a swapping of
servil or knowledge. or.some other arrangement.

In many eases, of course, free universities are able
to keep their charges low becauSe or support from an
affiliated organization. This, however, may Create prob-

_terns as cited by one free university which has _received
financial support from a student government asso-
ciatiim.*

We are. presently being pressured by the student-:'
government to charge for classes. We are also
being pressured to increase our ratio of students
to community participan ts.

In tion on budgets of free npiversities is suni-'
mari. table 8; While die average budget for a free
universi y was $20,000. over half of the free univer-
sities operated on less than $1 ,000. The ,16 largest free

_ universities, accounted for around three-four-1M of all
the funds reported. Most of these larger free univer-
sities used student fees as a major income source.

Free university funds came hom three main souices:.
-...., Participan ts (iegistration fees,

teacher fees, etc.) 17 citations
Outside organizations (affiliated

inSIinithins, contracts, grants. .
eto) . 102 citations

Fund raising and -other 60 citations

Some had CF.TA funds, as mentioned earlier under
staff, 5nd this is reported under the category of con-
trats and grants,. Sonic raised money by leasing equip-
ment to outside 'organizations (416 as renting time on
a printing press or ilk a phologiaphy darkroom). A-

number sold' 4ds in catalogs or other publiCations or
sold textbooks is fund raising Neasures:

ne group used only a single funding source:

Our. goal is simply to_Liffer alternative gducation
(oche eAnnunity on a totally free basis. To-
meet.this aim, we keep our expeckses" to:the min-
imum. We have no office and our classes arc held
in private homes. We have no phone and pay not
salaries. We are totally unfunded through any
grants or donors. We raise the $1,200 it cof us

to operate through.garage sales. We do not want
to change this structure.

Budget details for learning centers arc shown in
table 9. In contrast to free universities, contractors and
donatioit& were used by. more centers than participants
fees. The 'bUdget average was $22,200, but litany
reported no inhumation.

.
Details on 'eXpenditures AR also shown.in tables 8

and 9. While a number reported spending funds on
staff salafies and. orkteaelier "cohipensation, the molt
common expenditure. ileum] wal for the advertising/pro-
grams. (including coSts for catalOgs or brochures).

The eljasis on expendit4es for publicity and its
iuIipoufce to the free university or learning eenter is
reflected in comments made by a number of institu-
lions,

Our organizalion is grin, but our main prob.
leni is getting the public to realize that we exist.

Our free university started a new promotion
strategy this year. We improved from a fall en-
rollment of approximately 380 to a winter en-
rollment of approximately 846. We hope to
expand even further in the future.

Today, the ha line agreed to put catalogs in all
city .buscs. Two major grocery chains are sending'
letters to their store managers.. requesting that
they accept catalogs for distribution. We had
business cards printed. We gbt a front page arti-
cle, in the campus. paper and four vojunteers
came in (on 'their own steam) to do things for
us,. All or this, just today.

Comments throughout the survey indicate tliat the
development of sufficient and stable income sourCes
represents the single most uncial factor. facing free
universities and learning referral centers.

Closely related is obtaining sufficient spaik for oper-
ations. This ineludes office space, work or storage
space, and teaching qr other activity space. IR some

"
9
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'Table &.Total,budget of free universities by sources Of funds And types of expenditures: United States, 1978

'

Annusl
budget
tange

,

Number
Oforgimi-

I

Total
, budpt

'.'

- .1, 41

' "S1 Ihrces of Funds

. .
Types of expenditures

0

I Money from
,'

affiliated .
institutions

. Student
government

- Of other
student

Inganization

...i

.

Registration
fees from

participants

Teacher:*
clan or
service

fees from
participants

'
'Contracts

and
'lents

Dona-
tions

Benefits, -
fund raisers
and special.

TrO jeCi

Otffer
-.

,

-

Staff
salaries

Teacher
fees'

.

I
Facilities

Catalog,.
brochure
advertising

Other

II 146 $2,809,414 36 48 57 20" 18 34 13 70 50 53 128 5

$50 and
Of 16 $2,123,393 3 3 13 5, 3 4 4 5 16 . 11 14 15 3

5.000-49,999 5 S 174.550 1 2 4 1 3 0 2 4 3 4 5 .0

810,000-24.994 17 $ 236,970 3 0, 6 11 4 . 5 2 1 1 14 10 12 17 1

85,000-9,999 22 $ 161,905 7 11 8' -27 4 Il 4 2 ' 18' ,7 10 21 0

81,000-4,99,9 41 $ 101,331 8 16 16 5 2. 6 4 ' 2 17 16 5 37 1 .

Less than
.r i

$1,000^ 36 $ 11,245 14 10, 5 . '. 3 2 11 " 2 1 1 3 8 33 0

No information 9 _
. - _ _

*

Table 9.Total btidget oflearning centers by sources of funds and fypes of expenditures:, Uni,ted States, 1978

-
Annual
budget
range -,

.

Number
of organi-
zations

'

fotal
budget

lt

..-

Student
government

or other
student

' inganizatiOn

Sour&

Registration
fees from

participants'

of funds

Teacher.
class or
servite

fees from
participants

.

contract'
and

grants .

_

-

Dona-

tions

Benefits.
fund raisers
and special

projects

pther

1
Staff

salaries

Types

-
Teachei

fees

.

Of expenditures

lit

I III
Facilities

...

Caplok,
brochu

adveitising
Other

Money from
affiliated

institutiOnS

Total 42 8400.095 4 3 7 3 12 13 7 2 I 1 2 9 16 2

$10,000 and ,
4.

Over 6 1,367,430 3 0 2 2 6 4 4 1 6 1 4 5

81,000-89,999 8: $ 39,210 0 2 4 1 4 6 2 1 4 0 3 6 0

$1,000 or lesi 4 $ 1 0 2 3 1 0 1 1 2
,

5 0

No information 10

Repotted under
free
:piversities1 14

' Budgets for joint free universities-learning centers reported under free universities.

3
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cases, 'more space js needed liecause of expansion. As
one free univeraity reported "We have doubled jn size
in the last year. We could grow even more,if 'we had

, more facilities." In some cases, the low priority en-
joyed by campus-based organizations means that they
get inferior space on campus lociitions and/or ar
forced to relocate as other groups put a claim on theifie
space. A particularly traumatic problem occurs when`

ANN

a.

an affiliated institution ems back on its support, as
indicated in this cptment:

- Weimay have to leave the college campus this
year (where we oceive free rent,- telephone, and
class space) because of sPace problems. If this
should happen, we would nged to increase our
fees or otherwise raise an' additional several
thousand dollars.

11,

18
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Prograinsin Fre
Universities And
Learning Referral
Centers

4

kesponding institutiorW were asked to send,a copy
of their class registration scheddle or their catalog list-

ing courses and sectio- ns of each. These were analyzed

and a summary of class sections by subject area cleVel-

opcd. These summaries for free universities were
totalled, and the results are presenteckin table 10.

The data show that 19,361 cffl-s'S secrtzms were

offered: Given the previous registration figure Of
262,015, the average size of a class section was 13.5
persons. The activities with the highest nUnibey of class

sessions in 1978 were,(1) arts (visual and pe forming)

with 3,861 sections; (2) home economics, wit
(3)..physieal education and leisure 'studies, with 2,124;
and (4) engineering and engineering-related technology,

with 2,120. These four major areas accounted for 57.0

percent of all fegistrations. Most institutions offered

.a range of activities in 5 to 10 suect areas.
An analysis of the number of sections offered by

individual. institutions is shown below. Particularly
significant is the fact that some schools offer over 500
different class sec:testis in a year, while many offer less

than 50.

Numb6- of Number of Range of number

sectiohi organizations c)f. sections

500 pltis 7 '577 to 2,322
250-499 10 256 to 443

100-249 36 100 to 2485 \ 27 50 to 98 '
tess thap 50 44 6 to 49

The detai) in table 10 presents a summary, bY major
type of activities offered. The full range of free univer-

sity activities moves intotlearcr focus, as one looks ia t

19
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Table 10.Clasi sections in free universities by subjeet: some of theleast conventional activities. The list below

United States, 1978 cites some, offered by one or mime free universities.
4"4

. Total Percenti
Subject sectloni of

,offered
.*

total a ,

'Agriculture and renewable natural
-

re s ou rces ,

; Arts, visual and performing
*Business'

Edueation
Engineering and engineering-

related technology
Health care sciences and

technology
Home economics
Personal services occupations
Language, linguistics, and..

literature
Law

Library/museum science
:Life and phYsical sciences
Mathematics
Military science 4
Philosophy and religion
Physjcal education and leisure

studies .

PsychologY

Public administration and social
services'

Social icience and social siudies
terdisciplinary studies ,

Wther and not reported

19,361 100.0

-SW

" Health planning services
Overseas travel seminars
Freilibrary,

Political lectures
Films and musical events
Consulting with commu-

nity 481100, institu-
ting educajional pro-
grams

Artists, guild
538 2.8 Senior citizen's day trips. Art exhibits

3,861 19.9 Mother's outreach program Weekly vegetable feasdi.
532' 2.7

. 5. ir (bring your own) .t 104 1 IS Evening child care -Occasional social events

2;120 10.9 Learpg referral centers reported' these types of
activities, in addition to their usual program of educa-

1,263 6.5 6rokering.

2,936 15.2 Recreational referrals Apprenticeships (offering
65 0.3' kmajitical )60. 'experi-

' ZEM
1,382 6/ .1 Sttory telling in elementary Counseling/tutoring-f

.. 174
33- ..

0'9
0.2

schools
Sewing pattern exchanges CoursesiiggestionttO38

C., 4.4. ,

72
1.8

..0.4
op, community gibupS.

4

'21 0.1
17780 9.2

2,124 11.0.
Iv 0.5

48 '0.3
553 2.9

19 0.1
1,075 5.6-

a at

s.

st.

*,

4

IP
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Problems Reported
, Arid f"utuie

DireCtio,ns
Free Universities

Afid Learning
RefetrO Centers

A

' oa . Respon nts tere asked for commcnts on 'their
future goals or problems and almost all contributed to
this section. While not lending themselves to statistical
summation, these descriptive comments provide a pic-

ture of the problems facitwemany organizations and

their plans fpr the future.
Previous sections have already discussed such prob-

lems as need for adequate and stable budgets and at
sufficient office and teaching/activity, space. in addi-
tion,these problems were cited:

, .
1.: Competition from 4er organizations. Many free

universities, partieularly those in metropolitan
areas, find it difficult to compete with other 'and

better financed educational institutions. SeviVal

free, universities pdinted out their problems
this area.

With the rise of learning centers through-
out the 'metropolitan area, thc free univer-
sity seems to bc limited (since we cannot
afford the vast array of courses and person-
nel). We arc seriously thibking of deyelop-
ing into a research/resource, center for

alternative areas of study.

We can report no growth, slow decline
likely. Therc arc at least 60 otfier organiza-
tions offering -free university-like courses
in our metropolitan area.

Their has been a steady decline in intcrest
a

over thc past iew years, due niainly to
competition with other sources of nosn-
credit, interest classes.

,e .
21 4.4 8
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2. Competition from Within the affiliated organize-
tion. The successof the free univenity move-
ment on many.campuses has encouraged other
departments to develop competitive activities.
These other areas of the campus, it might be
pointed out, generally have a priority on space
and almost always are in a position to provide
better reinibursemint to teachers. Some illustra-
tive coniments include the followidg: '

Our program may be terminated as of June
30 due ,to university admitistrsitors feeling .

that functions of our prograth can be bet-
ter carried on by more "traditional" de-
partments within the University.

The free university .is being reevaluated
this fall to see if 'it should be kept open.
Most of its functions .have been circum-
vented by the university's continuirk
education program.

have to limit. my program to areas noi
dealt with by the Continuineducation
Department. If I get a successful program,
the Continuing Education area takes it over
and I start all over from square one.

3. NO longer an innovation..A number of institu-
tions commented on difficulties in getting fund-
ing or other support now that they are estab-
lished, or have operated for a number of yeag.
Foundations, unieersity officials,. and commu-

A nity agencies are all more receptive when an
organization is new.

At the same time, -the original founding group
may have left tlzorganiiation and thei replace-
ments not as numerous or dedicated.

4. Sfudent dropout rates. Asis true of many non-
credit activities, a number of those who register
for a course or actty will drop out before its
completion. To counteract this, some free uni-
Versifies have instituted a registration .fee, with
the thought that it play induce stUdents to re-
maim with the course. Another one has developed
a deposit/refund plan: if the student attends
three:fourths of the classes, most of the deposit
is refunded: One free university has' shortened its
class Wngth to 6 weeks, in an attemptgen-

a courage student retention. It als,s trying more
one-session workshoPs.

5. Staff turnover and training. The very nature of
the low budget free university or learnieg'een ter.

.7

means that it must rely heavily on part-time em-
ploy es or volunteer assistance. It follows that

.V1 e persons tend to leave, to locate full-time,
d jobs--often when they graduate from an

affiliated institution or take a new job in 'a dif-
ferent community. Replacing them is a problem.
Closely related is theposs of job-related knowl-
edge. Training and dienting new staff is a major
problem falpg many of these organizations.

6. Technical knowledge and'assistance. Their local
origins and the fact that most free universities
and learning referral centers area understaffed
have handicapped their drieking upon the knowl;
edge and experiences of other organizations. This
may be aided by technical assistance from the
F,UN.staff and/or by participating in regional,and

. national meetings of free univirsities arid learning.
centers.

A number of. institutions talked about their plans
for the future. One has determined thal.iywould like
to turn its free university.program into _a jegular com-
munity college. It wOuld offer 'more evening classes and
give credit for them. Another would like to move some
of its:educational activities into a program developed
around an FM-radio station.

A learning' center cited its future needs in this
fashion:

The need for our own printing press is the itiain
prgbleni we fac.. We make up to 30,000 copies
of ileeded information and have printed as manj,
as 150,000 in years past. Our goal is to help'indi-
victuals who cannot get needed information on
their field. Our foremost need now is for publi-
cations% health massage and reconditioning and
a diet for diabetics, glycomics, atu.1 heart pa-
tients.

Many free university and learning center direc-.
tors arc generally optimist ihout the futtire of
their organization and the gen prospects for the
field. Where they add a qualifier to this stafement,,
it generally deals with their financial ability over the
long haul. k

,,Some directors arc not sure what the flume
holds for their institution. Will students and com-
munity residents continue to be ihtercste'd in non-
credit learning? Wiil other parts of the educational
community expand to offer more competing activ-
ities? now can these institutions become more
financially stable! From where will the "second
generation" of Jeadership for the free universities

.;' and kariling.ectiters come?
.
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Directory Of Free
Universities And
Learnia*Referral
*Centers

a -

(Note: Free Universities are marked "FU" and Learning Centers "LC." Some are both and are matted accord-
ingly. The list is arranged by State, city, and then alphabetically.)

University Program Council Classes FU
Au limn Union
Auburn University
Auburn, Ala. 36830
2,05-826-4244

Free 'University
P.O. Box 1247, SGA
University of Alabama
Huntsville, Ala. 35807
205-895.6428

Tucson Free University
715 N. Park.
Tucson, Ariz. 85719
602-662-0170 .

Free University .
Arkansas Union, Room 5

", University of Arkansas
Foetteville, Ark. 7201
501-5754600 -

Open University
University of A rliansas-Little Rock
33rd & University
c/o Stydent Government Office
Little Rock, Ark; -72204
501-569-3210

The Community Center of
Learning

311 W. '11' Street
litissellville,'"Ark. 72801
501-968-6633

yxeerimental College

Ilumboldt State University
Arcata, Calif. 95521
707-826-3340

s

,

FU

I:U

FU

U

111

Experimental College
6 Lower Freeborn
University of California-Davis
Davis, Calif. 95616
916-752-2568

Experimental College
Universify of Califbrnia-Irvine
A SUCI
Irvine, Calif. 92717
714-833-5547

41,

UCLA Experimental College
409 Kerchoff Ilall
308 Westwood Plaza
L%Angeles, Calif. 90024
211f-825-2727.

UniVersity for Man
Monterey Peninsula College
980 Fremont, Room E4
Monierey., Calif. 93940
408-649-1140 ext. 283

Experimental College EU
California State University-Northridge
18111 Nordhoff Street
Northridge, Calif. 91330
213-8/15-2172

Fu Feminist Eree lverslty
908 'F' Stree
San Diego, Calif. 92101
714-233-8984

l'U

FU

Open Education Exchange
6526 Telegraph Avenue
Oakland, Calif. 94609
95-6554)791

Experimental College (AS1)
Cslifornia State University
4000 1 Street
Sacramento, Calif. 95819
916-454-6784

,10
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FU

Communiversity
P.O. Box 42093
San Francisco, Calif. 94142
no phone

Experimental College
San Francisco City College
c/o Behavioral Science!' Department
Ocean and Phelan Avenues
Sci,n Francisco, Calif.' 94112
no phone

he Gorilla Grotto: A Play
Environment

1,323 llth Avenue
San Franci;ico, Calif. 94122
415-6614121

FU

16

PU

FU
LC

Lavender University FU
3816A 19th St. LC ,

San Francisco, Calif. 94114
415-771-1450 ,

Orpheus
1119 Geary Boulevard
San Francisco, Calif. 94109
415-474-3775

The Learning Exchange
. 324 Seater Road
San Jose, Calif. 95111
408-629-1552

Network Exchange
PrO. Box 126
Santa Clara, Calif. 95052
408-984-8134

EU

FU

LC
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Self Determination
PP.O. Box 126
Santa Clara, Calif. 95052
408-984-8134

Community Free School
P.O. Box 1724
Boulder, Colo. 80306
303-447-8733

Colorado Springs Efegniversity
P.O. Boot 6 344
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80934
303-633-3929

Denver Free University
P.O. Box 18455, 1122 E. llth Ave.
Denver, Colo. 80218
303-832-6688'

Denifer Open Netwotk
762 Lafayette
Denver, Colo. 8 0218
303-831-9201

University Two
Lory Student Center
Colorado State University
Ft. Collins, Colo. 80523
303-491-6626

University of Northern Coloiado
Open University
c/o University Center
A S U NC Office N
Greeley, Colo. 80639
303-351-4807 al

Animas Free School
: Route 1,Box 3

Hesperus, Colo. 81326
303-385-4542

Winter Park Forum
P.O. Box 233
Winter Park, Colo. 80482
303-72Z-5405.

DiVersity
Stopent Center, Room 252
llniversity of Delaware
Newark, Del. 19711
302-7z18-I 203

INFO
Wilcastle Center .

2800 Pennsylvania Ave.
University of Delaware
Wilmingtort, Del. '12806
302-571-8100

Open University of Washington
4333 Connecticut Avenue, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-966-9606

lollywood Leisure llniversity
Ilollywood. Ha. 33020 ik
305-921-3400

LC Chat Community
Temple Israel of Miami
137 Northeast 19th Street
Miami, Fla. 33132
305-5 73-5900

FU

Center for Participant Education
251 University Union
Florida State University
Tallahassee, Fla. 32306

EU 904-444-6577

EU

LC

EU

EU

EU

IC

People Index
Leod County Public Library
Northwood Mall
Tallahassee, Ha. 12301
904-487-2665

Common Learning Network
c/o Student,Government
CTR 150 se.
Univershy of South Fiorito

HTampa, a. 33620
813-974-2408

ONIONS
Program Area
Georgia Institute of Technology
A thuita, Ga . 30332
404-894-2805

a .

LC

FU

IC

11.1

Free School
SGA
Student Center, 3rd Floor
Southern !ninon) University
Carbondale-BE 62901
618-536-3393

0.
Communiversity
University of Illinois YMCA 1.0
1001 S. Wright Street
Champaign, 111. 61820
217-344-1351

The DeKalb x change I.0
138 S. 2nd Street
DeKalb,111. 60115
815-758-5418 $

"the Learning Exchanre I 3'
P.O. Box 920
939 Hinman
Evanston,111 60204
312-273-3385

ExperimenialCollege
Box 79
Knox College

EU Galesburg,111. 61401
309-343-0112 ext. 302

College of DuPage Alternative I.

Learning Unit" t
22nd & Lambed Road
Glen Illyim, III. 60137
312-858.2800 ext. 2141

24

a

Communiversity
Office df Academic Services ..
Western Illinois University
Macomb, Ill. 61455
309-298-1728

EU

Full Circle Resource Exchange LC
c/0 700 Smith 6th Street
Springfield, Ill. 6 2703
217-5 25-0044

Fort WaynoLeinining Exchange LC
11211 Crescent A venUe
Fort Wayne, Ind. 46805
219-422-2233

t et
Indianapolis Univeriity
526 E. 5 2nd S
Indianapolis, Ind. 46205
31.7-357-6430 in 357-7854

Student Govonment Free
University.

318 Universkty Suite TMUC
Indiana State University
Terre Ilauto, Ind. 4 7809
812-232-6311 ex.f. 2804

Iowa Statpc Memorial Union
Recreatii n Class Program
Room 3, Iowa State Mernorial Union
Iowa Stitte University .

Ames, lima 50011
515-29k8081

New College
Drake University
Olmsted Center
26th and Univer4
Des Moines, Iowa 50311
515-271-3711

FU
LC

Ft1 .

Creative Alternatives
c/0 Ihrtt a Paulina
827 Itroad Street
(Orwell, Iowa 50112
5 15-236 .8985

I.ink
P.I)/ Box.1666
loWa City, Iowa 52440
30-353-5465

Aption Studies Pflogttrm
201 Calvin Hall
University of Iowa
Iowa City, loua 52242
319-353-3610

Community I. ducation Project
Abilene Recreatkno Crwunission

'L

(14/Budding
Abilene, Kans. 67410
913 263-7266

People tor People
Rox 407

(lieu yvale, K ans 117335

ru.

FU

LC

FU

l'U

EU
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Clay County Communi
Program

P.O. Box 387
Clay Center, . 67432
913-632-5142

Education FU
I'

People to People
P.O. Box 113
Dight , Kans. 67839 t;

97-2413

Neosho River Free School
Memorial Union
Emporia State Vniversity
Emporia, Kans. '66801
316-343-1200 ext. 481

PU

FU

Tri-County Community Education EU
Project

00 City Library
102 South Broadway
Herington, Kans. 67449
913-258-3577

'EreetIniversity FU
Sturifht Union Activities
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kans. 66045
913-864-3477

The Other Term
Philblad Memorial Union
Bethany College .

Lindsboig, Kans. 67456
913-227-3311 ext. 162

University for Man
1221 Thurston Street'
Manhattan, Kane 66502
914-532-5866

Marysvijle Community Educatic4( EU
Program ,

P.O. Box 207
Marysville, Kans. 66508

Milford Community Educaiion
Catherine Simon
P.O. Box 104
Milford. Kans. 66514
no phone

Norton County Community
Education Association

408 N. Norton
Norton, &ans. 67654
913-877-5344

FU

EU

Decatur County Comininity
Education

107 E. Ash
Oberlin, Kans. 6774 9
913-473:3553

Oliburg Rural Education
Opportunities

c/o Ken and Pat Emboss
P.O. o x 126
Illsburg, Kans. 66520
913-468-3627

EU

.FI4

EU

l'U

Phillips County Community
Education Program

County Courthouse
Phillipsburs, Kans. 67661 ;

:9H-5434182

Free University
Student Senate
Pittsburg State t niversity
Student Union ffice 5
Pittsburg, Kans. 66762
316-231-7000 ext. 249

Little House
Memorial Hall .

9th and Ash Streets.
SAN, Kans. 67401
913-825-8402

Roofs' County Community
Education Program

c/o Chamber of Commerce Office
Stockton, Kans. 67669
91 3-425-6 162

Trego Recreation Education
and Environnient

700 N. 4th Street
Wakeeney, Kans. 67672
913-743-5456

Wichita Free University
P.O. Box 56
Wichita State Univeltity
Wichita, Kans. 67208
316-689-3464

Free Media
188 Woodland Avenue
Lexington, Ky. 40502
606-253-2t24

Free University
Student Center, Room 203
Uolversity of Kcntucky
Loicington, Ky. 40506
606-258-8867

Louisville Free University
Student Center, Room 2
University. of Louisville
Louisville, Ky. 40208
502-588-6695

Free University
P.O. Ifox 3094
University Station
"Mustily, Ky. 42071
502-7674588

Free University
Student Association Office
Powell Building'
Eastern Kentucky University
Richmond, Ky. 40475
606-622-3696

2 5 ,LO

EU

FU

FU
LC

EU

EU
v-

EU

EU

EU

EU

EU

FU

PIP

LSU Union Leisure Classes
P.O. Box HU University9tation
Baton Rouge, la, 70893
5044110.5114 .

Gumbo U: HOIne of Einger-Lickin. I 11

Learning
USL Box 4-2611
University of Southweliern Louisiaii.i
Lafayette, La, 76504
418-234-7912 ^

_rEree Univefsity of New Orleans VII
New Orleans Public Library
219 Loyola. Avenue-,
New Orleans, La. 76140
504-586-4927

New Age Community Center
k. .97 Danforth Sheet

Portland,gaine 04101
207-773-5763

s-

Experimental College
Colby College
Waterville, Maine 04901
no phone

AUM Study Centerlf.
2405.-Ruscombe Lane
Baltimore. Md. 21209
301-664-6959

'1'he Baltimore School
P.O. Box 4833
Baltimore. Md. 21211
.301-366-6800

Baltimore Vice University
c/o Chaplain's Office
Johns HopkiA University
34th. and Charles
Baltimore. Md. 21218

A301-438-8187

I 'ree University of Maryland
P.O. Box 294
Beltsville, Md. 20705
301-937-8259

Beacon Ilill Free School
315 Cambridge Street
Boston, Mass. 02114
617-261-3921

11

F11

EU

FU .

Boston University Free School 111

Ceorge Sherman Union Building
725 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston University
Boston, Mass. 02215
617-353-3641

Free University of the Fenway
68 St. Stephen Street
Boston, Mass. 02115
617-247-1919

EU
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; The 141e1 School
2-33, ay. State Road
Rostjiln, Mass. 02115

266-3880

EU

South Bostob Community School LC
107 South Street tf5

.BostOn, Masa. 02111
617-542-5352

Lowell Cooperative Learning 111

Center
10 Kirk Street
Lowell, Mass 01852
617-458-7812

The Learning Co rmectiOn
122 North Street
Pittsfield, Mass. 01201
413-442-6596

Arts World Institute of Creative
Arts

2131/2 S. Main Street
Ann Arbor, Midi. 48104
313-994-840()

'Community Switchboard
(7ommunity Center Project
608'North Main
Ann Arbor, Midi. 48104

Hint Freedom School/Learning
Exchange

.` 5005 Lapeer Road
Burton, Mich. 48509
313142:1232

Free University
Michigan State University
P.O. Box 103
Fast I.ansing, Midi. 48823
517-337-1807

Parallel: The Learning Referral
Service

Lefeure hall
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007
616-383-1994

Free University
Northern Michigan University
Student Activities Office
P.O. Box 58
Marquette, Midi. 49855
906-227-2440

Free llniversity
44811andinlIall
Oakland University
Rochester, Midi. 48063
313-377.3570 9

LC

FU

LC

FU

LC

FU

LC

' FU

',Minnesota Firm eniversity EU
c/o James Park O.
1417 First Avende Squ-th, 310
Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
6124171-7275

ComMuniversity FU
107 Gentry Hall'
University .of Missouri-Columbia
Cofumbia, Mo. 65201
314-882-2635

Communiversity
University of Missouri-Kansas City
5100 Rockhill Road
Kansas City, Mo. 64110
816-'476-1429

Free University at St. Louis
University

Busch Memorial Center, Room 301
20N. Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, Mo 63103
31535-3304rt. 316

People's School
P.O. Box 691
St. Louis, Mo. 63188
314-862-80,46

EU

Ft1

Community University EU
StudentUnion Building, Room 259
Montana State University
BOzeman, Mont. 59717
406-994-4041

University Center
University of Montana
Missoula, Mont. 59812
406-2434661

Carroll County Learning Center FU
P.O. Box 801 .LC
Conwor, N.11. 03818
603-447-6650

Another Place FU
Route 123 IC
GrCenville, N .11. 03048
603-878-1510

FU

Free University
Community House
Seton Hall University
400 South Orange
South Orange, N.J. 07079
201-762-9000 ext. 570 Li
Binghamton Learning Exchange LC
P.O. Box 862
Binghamton, N.Y. 13902
607-724-1973

EU Concepts & Creations
123 Seymour College Union
SUNY Brockport
Brockport, N.Y. 14420
716-395-2631

26

' Clinton Free University
P.O; Bq&13
Clinton,1.4.Y. 13323
.315-859.4109 '

. .

' Middle Earth Switchboard
485 Fulton Aienue
Hempitead, N.Y. 11550
no phone

Community Self Reliance'Center LC
140 West State Street
Ithaca, N.Y. 14_850
607-272-2040 '

The Learning Web
Cornell University
318 Anabel
Taylor Hall
Ithaca, N.Y. 14853
607-256-5026

Apple Skills Exchange
137 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10010
212-533-1104

Freespace Alternate U.
339 Lafayette Street
New York,N.Y. 10012
212-228-0322

Manhattan Resources
41 Union Square West, Suite 1328
New York, N.Y. 10003
212-242-6730

Open Space
Loeb Ssudent Center 109
New York University
566 Guardia rlace
New York,N.Y. 10012
212-598-2001

CommuniverSity
Vocations for S ial Change
Genesee Street orporation
713 Monroe enue
Rochester, N.Y. 14607
716-461-2230

Free University
c/o Human Development-NT1D
1 Lomb Memorial Drive
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rochester, N.Y. 14623
716475-6200

LC

FU

FU

EU
LC

EU

FU

('ommunity Learning Exchange LC
P.O. Box 6263
Syracuse, N.Y. 13217
3154224062

Free Univer.
c/i) LtiyGcs;
609 Clar*on Street
Syracuse4Y. 13210
315-472-4 f131

EU

e

.
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SHARE (Skills,Hobbles, Arts,
,., Resources, Edu-cation)
554 E. Hargett.Street
Raleigh, N.C. 27601
919-834-9534

Free University
University taf CincInna0_,/1.
340 TUC
Cincinnati, Ohio 45221
513-475-60

Community L
of Columbus

P.O. Box 3208
Columbus, Ohio D13210
614-291:9938 .

a
Free University
Student Union
John Carroll Univeisity
Washington Blvd.
University Heights, Ohio
216-932-n52

ming Exchange

44118

LC

FU

FU

Community Extra-Curriculum FU
731 Elm Street, ROom 316
Norman, Okla. 73019
405-325-3161

Bruner Free University FU
Harrison Mentorial Mettdist Church
IS S. 65th West Avenu
Tulsa, Okla. 74127
918-245-3144

Praxis Project
Free University in Tulsa
Canterbury Center
2839 E. 5th Street
Tulsa, Okla. 74104
918-939-5433

Supplemental Education
c/o Student Activities
Oral Roberts University
7777 S. Lewis
Tulsa, Okla. 74106
918-492-6161 ext. 2442

ASOSU Experimental College
Memorial Union East
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oreg. 97331

03-7544683

Search
EMU ITiSuite
University of Oregon ,

Eugene, Oreg. 97401
503-686-4377

Free University
Lewis and Clark College
P.O.. Box 10
Portland, Oreg. 97219
503-244-6161 ext. 576

4#

FU

I:U

Trade-Off
P.el. Box 144V .

Bethlehem, Pa. 180 r8
;15-867-1972

Communiversity
LaSalle College
5501 Wistier .

Philadelphia, Pa. 19144
215-951-1577

Cenee
1810 North Park Mall
Ternple university
Philadelphia, Pa. 19122
215-787-7435

.
LC The Learning Network 'LC

. 2510 Rio Grande
Austin, Tex. 78705
512-476-0427

FU

FU

Free University FU
223 Hetxel Union Mulcting
University Park, Pa. 16802
814-863-0038

Villanova Free University . FU
P.O. Box 207 Tolentine Hall
Villanova University
Villanova, Pa. 19087
215-527-2100 ext. 739

Brown Resource Center
Learning Exchange Network
Brown University
P.O. Box 1825
Providence, R.I. 02906
401-863-2419 . .

Free University
Russell House University Union
P.O. Box 85141 4

University of South Carolina
Columbia, S.C. 29208
803-777-7130 I'

Free University
United Ministries Higher Education
South Dakota State University.
802 Ilth AVenue
Brookings, S. Dak. 57006
605-692-2603

Free University Committee
n io n Board

Dakota State College
Madison, S. Dak. 57042
6041136-3551 ext. 279

Communiversityj
P.O. Box 10704'
Knoxville, Tenn. 37919
615-5884839

Free'University
Student Government 'a
341 University ('enter
University of Tennessee
K nox ville, Tenn. 17916
615-239-8177

27

LC

FU

FU1P

FU

T,exas Union Classes
Texas Union Room 312
University of Texas at Austia

.,Austin, Tex. 78712
5I2471-3654

Free University
Texas A&M University
Memorial Student Center
P.O. Box 5718
College Stations Tex. 77844
713-845-15150

Fa'
A

Ft",

DallasPublic Library-APL/CAT LC
1954 Commerce
Dallas, Tex. 75201
214-748-9011 ext. 364

Mountain View College Community FU
Service

4849 W. Illinois
Dallas, Tex. '75211
214-746-4114

Free University
Student Center, Box 355
Southern me t ho dist University
Dallas, Ter 75275
214,692-2378

Free University'of Denton
.P.O.Box 13765
North Texas State University Station
Denton, Tex. 76203
no phone -

the Class Factory, Inc.
1907 SW. Freeway
Houston, Tex. 77006
713-526-9069

Sundry School
Campus Activities
Uliiversity Center
Houston, Tex. 77004
713-749-1253

L .E.A .R.N.
University Center Programs
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, Tex. 79409
806-742-3621

'

FU

FU

l'U

University, Center 114 .°'.l.4
Special Interest Classes Commjttec *
Stephen F. Austin State University.
P.O. Box 3056

, Nacogdoches, Tex . 75962 ,

/13-569-3401 ext. 26 .'. .

al
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( t.utvsCenter Courses
rinity University

('oates University Center
715 Stadium Drive, Box 51
San. A ntonio, Tex. 78284
512-736-8525

lit. ;.;r-Uree time, 1.
... ' )1

:"Ior LInivrsit .

. -.,'Icx. 76703
Ns-23.69

(.urses* .

Uvtvcrsity
, Rox 1220

411..,11tah N4322
. -113)0 exi. 71,42

$-
k

orsily !tall
I( F-114

84112

t

l'U Short Courses - FU
Squires Student Center

&Virginia Tech Union, Program Office
Virginia Polytechnic lhstitute
Bracksburs, Va. 24060
703-951-5661

l'U

YMC. A Free University
qo cooper House
305 Washington Street
Blacksburg, Va. 24060
703-9514432

ASUM Experimental Colic&
Studdnt Union Bidg.FK 10

"University of Washington
Seattle, Wish. 98195
206-5434375

llealth and Life University
41/2 W. Main

Walla Walla, Wash. 99362
509-52947000.

In

28
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FU

FU

Free University.

final Britb-Hillel:Foundation
611 Lingdon Street.
Madison,Wis. 53703 a.

1608256-8361.
. -

,Cartwright,Center '"
University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
LaCrosse, Wis. 54601

-.. 608-785-8547

EV.

FU

Milwaukee Free University FU-
-P.O. Box 92305
Milwaukee, Wis. 51;02
414r265-0445

Free University
d/o Jan Harris
MeMillanThil
University of Wisconsin-River Falls
River Falls, Wis. S4022
715-425-3551

Multiversity
P.O. Box 3625
University Station
Laramie, Wyo, 82071
307-766-6340

FU

FU
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- Listing Of New Free
Univepities And
Learning Referral
Centers

9

Snice (lie survey -was made, in the speing of 1978, a'number of new free universities and learning referral centers

lino' developed. While data on them are nof included in the summary tables in this report, a listing of,them may be

of valtie to many readers.

Monroe County Informal lion
Exchange

Monroe County Public Library
303 E. Kirkwood Avenue ,
Bloomington, Ind. 47401
812-339-2271

Meade County Free University
c/o Meade County Ex tetishm
Courthouse
Meade, Kans. 67864
316-874-2021

Newton Learning Exchange
108 S. Main Street
Newton, Kans. 67114
no phone

Westmoreland Community
Education

Westmoreland, 66549
no phone

I (' 1.11-ning & Skills Exchange
Campus Free College
.14,Beacon Street
-Boston, Mass. 0210.8
61'7-742-3060

4

Lansing Area Learning Exchange
L'ansiog Public Library.
410 S. Capitol Street

FU .ansing, Midi. 48914
517-347-4600

Brooklyn Skills Exchange
2242 E. 28th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229
n(.) phone

I II .
..A.,

Community SUB% Bank
41 Third Sireee
Ashland, Oreg. 97520

..no phone
.

Vevango Center for Creative
Developlant

P.O. Box 382
Franklin, Pa. 16323

' 814-437-5822

1

LC

Le

L.('

FU

Neighborhbod Talent and Resource LC
Registry

612 S. Dallas Avenue.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217
412-521-3416 .

Proridence Eree University .

148 Colonial Road
Provident;e, R.I.% 02906
401-272-9253

Community Education Cooperative .LC
College of the Mainland
8001 Palmer Highway
Texas City, Tex. 77590
7 3-939-1211

-

consth Union Mini Courses HT
09 Memorail Union

800 LangdonCtreet
Madison, Wis. 5i706
608-262-3156

.

Wyoming Free University
c/o Gwen Tippett
1127 East B Street
Casper, Wyo. 82601
307-237-5460

.d
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Reproduction Of Survey-
Report Form
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0M.B. No. 514-78106
Approval Expires Dec. 31 1978
NCES 2411

, '

SURVEY OF FREE UNIVERSMES MD EDUCATIONAL/
REFERRAL LEARNING CENTERS

II

This report isauthovized by law (20 U.S.C. 12214'. While you are not required to reapond, your cooperationis
needed to make the resalts of the survey comprehensiiie, accurate, and timely.

- ,

Please fill out fil4 form as completely and accurately as possible. If necessary, make estimates where actual

data is not available.

Report for the mot recent 12-month period for which data is aimffable.
pH

For which period are you. reporting? (check one) .,

July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977
Jahuary 1 - December 30, 1977
Other (please specify )

:Name of organization-

2. Addresw

Street or Box-

City, State, Zip /
3. Area code and telephone number

4. Type of organizatinn (check all appkable):
:f

Free university. (experimental college, cornmuniversity, free school, etc,) Free universities
are a specific type qf organization (often known by that name) under whoOe auspices noncredit,
nondegree classeetre offered fo the general adult public. They'are often ['cleated on ,the campus

of a traditional college or university. They tend to issue catalogs cif .their offeiings, to charge .

only a small fee which covers class expenses or no fee at all; and tooperite ona Pelativelyipw
,

budget. .

Educational referral/learning center (learning network, learning exchange, referral serifice,.-
etc.) These centers piovide edikational referrals to individuals seeking information fron other
individuals offering teaching, skill, or tutorial services. They serve ao education brokers,,..c
betweenmersoris seeking specik education and sources able to provide it.

,

(Note: if your organization &votes most of its time to classeo, check free univeisity.lf moot of
its time-is devoted to educational referrals, check learning center.;Check both, if both are.-

important parts of your program.) .

Neither a free university nor an educational referraVleaming center.lf âó sunimarize in
a few words your institution's mission.

If you checked "Neither a free university nor an educational referral/learning center"
do riot proceed further withlhoe survey form, but return it in the envelope provided.
Do complete the last item, however, to indkate the name of the person responding.

A

33 8
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5. Near(s) fOunded. " (If closed, and reactivated, ht those years also. For example, "1971.
1973, 1975 plus "would indicata that the organization originally becjah in 1971, bejbeactive in 1973 and
was reactivated in. 1975.)

6. Affiliation (check One)

College or university What is its name

community agency

inde

_119 plea!;e s.pecify:

7. Eligibility for learning activities (check one):

Open to anyone

Open only to adults age and Over

Open only to college and university-related people (students, staff, administrators, or their
families, etc.) . .

Other: plea speck.-

8. ACtivities offered (chec as a plicable)

classes, courses, workshops, etc.

educational referrals.'

cooperatives (food, tool, craft, etc.)AO
others, speCity

Free Univeriaties

Items 9, 10, and 11 should be complejed only for free universities. Institutions which are exclusively learning
centers should skip to item 12.

9, CI sses offered. Indicate classes offered during the 1.2 months of the survey period. Either send a catalog
liming all classes offered during this period or, on a separate sheet of paper, list them. Indicate, if using a
list, how often each class was given. Fo l. example, if macrame Was given twice in the spring and once in the
fall (either by the same instructor or by different teachers) the correct response would be "macrame (3)".
Obviously, enclosing catalogs may be easier and actually preferable.

10. Registrations. Indicate total registratisms for each of the two last yeats. A registration is one person taking
opp course. If one person takes two coursis, that is two:registrations. If one person takes one course in

/hie fall and two in the spring, that would be three registrations.

Total number of registrations for the most recent y6r

Total number of registrations for the year before that
0'

11. Unduplicated count. Estimate how many different individuals particip4ed in you"r programfor each of the
t two years. This counts each person only once, regardless of how may classes in which he or she

pa ipated.

Total unduplicated count of participants for the most recent year.

Total unduplicated countof participants for the year before that:

4
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5

' Educational Referral/Learning:Centers

Items 12 and 13 should be completed only by organizations which offer learning center activities. All other

organizations should skip to item 14.

12. Referrals made. Indic:fate tt number of referrals made during each of the last two years and the numberof

teachers, leaders, ell other urn resources on file to assist them

Numberof referrals made in the most recent year /

Number of referralsenade in the gear before that,

Number of teachers, leaders, or human resources on file in the most redent year

Number of teachers-leaders or human resources on fde in the year before that.

13. Unduplicated count. Indicate how many different indiJiduals sought assistance from your learning center

for each of the last two years. This counts each person only once, regardless of how many times he or she

sought help. ,

Total tuMPlicated count of participants in the most recent year

total unduplicated count of participants in the 'Year before that

All Respondents

Both free universities and learning centeis should fill out the remaining items.

14. Information on students or clients. Most organizations don't keep information on the typet of their

participants but have a good idea of their source. if you don't havi accurate figures, pleasestimate for the

most recent year.
4

Percent Male .

Percent Female

. .

'Percent minority (Black, Percent from or related
Asian, American Indian to the university or col-

. Hispanic) lege with which the or-
ganization is affiliated

Perclint community resi-
dents of the area in which
the organization is
cated I.

15. Staff. liumber of administrative and other nonteaching staff. Please report the number of different

persons who are involved in administering or operating the program. Exclude teachers or resources

persons (as used by learning centers)

Full-time paid Full-time, not paid

art-time paid

Financial

not paid

All respondents-should answer these questions, uting the most recent year for which budget information is

available. If necessary, use estimates.

16.- Fees. What fees are charged by your organization?
(Check all applicable)

registration fee, to use the organization

>

. ....

teacher, class, or service fee, for the individual activity in which participated
)

no fees, except for materials. . . s A
e. other, please specify: , ,,

44
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I I

'v.._

.

. .41 . . e *:
..p. sour.ais Of. inconp. Litt amolints for all sources utiliz e!!! in thelnost recent year.

"Mt)riiy frem *Hated institatibn(s): .,

. $
, . .:

*
Q... tt Studer* gOvernmentekotherpdeat organization ' $

. 4,.
a

Registration'fees from paiticipants .. - . $... .
.,..... ,.* )Teacher, class, or service Mb from participants

$. .

*. .
Confracts rind grants 4 ,

$ .
4, a

A
a .4 ....

ft,

-
,

4 #

Donations

Benefits, fnfid raisers, speciarprojects

Ot-her, please specify
4.

s Total

s

\I $

$

18 i Expenditures. List the dollar.amounts for all main categories of funds expended in'the t recent yeart/
taff Salaries. , . ,

1Teacher fees
$

-0 r) a' I i F acilities
-i. $ . . .,-- ',

catalorisvechUre, aavertising
$

.4 . ./
.../g .

....

. Total $, , . . , .
14, it

19. ComMents on growth. Cite future gols or problems ip your organization which may affect its future. '
Your response will not be identified wIh your organization and will be used &ditto help spot problems,
trends, and,pians in the field. I . :-..

.16

A IS

,
20. Name of personiksponding\klie-survey:

-

4

Phone number: (Area Code)

Title:

-Please' return thi.form and.your catalog of lists of courses or activities in the envelope provided to:'E.

%The Free Utirity Network .

1221 Thurst venue
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 ,

.10
If you have any questions, and want to call us, the telephone number is 913/532-5866.

4

-

Please return bepril'1.

,

36. Ut. GOVERNMENT PRIMING OFFICF 1919 281 2.52 201 /

14 1


